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Pharmaceutical Value and Advances in Tissue Culture of Shan—Wu-Gui

CHI Yuan, HE feng—fa, LI Xing, TIAN Tian
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Abstract: Shang-wu—gui commonly refers to a type of Stephania plants with tubers. Most shang—wu—gui plants distribute in two

major areas of China, huazhong area and southwest. The tubers are rich source of alkaloids and have a series of applications in tradi-

tional Chinese medicine (TCM) or folklore herbs. It is usually used to treat fever, inflammation, sedation and acesodyne. Through

analyzing the articles of shan—wu—gui plants published in recent years, the present paper show that the original plants of shan—wu—gui

are classified chaotically in different areas of China and still no classification standard is ruled. But alkaloids research of shan—wu—gui

plants has advanced rapidly in the past few years. Especially, developed separation and purification technologies and high sensitivity

detection instruments have been employed in isolating alkaloids from shan—wu~gui plants. So far, dozens of alkaloids have been sepa-

rated from different shan—wu—gui plants, and their physical activities are clarified constantly. Although the small number of reports on

tissue culture of shan~wu—gui plants, several cases are successful.
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